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by the terror of petty warfare. * Enthusiasm/ he wrote
in Ms awkward style to Castlereagh, ( never as a matter of
fact helped to accomplish anything, and is only an excuse
for the disorder with which everything is done, and for the
want of discipline and obedience in armies/ These mili-
tary views express at the same time the anti-revolutionary
temper of the high Tories. In Ms later years, when his
more expert military judgment recognised the absolute
necessity for reform, Wellington several times had the
courage to separate himself from his political friends, and,
heedless of the fury of his party, himself carried through
with a firm hand what he had hitherto resisted as a dangerous
innovation.1 In his old age, crowned as he was with glory,
he stood high enough to face all alone, to follow alone the
bidding of his pure patriotism : ' I would willingly give my
life/ he said once, ' if I could thereby save my country from
one month of civil war/ In the year 1815 he was still a
staunch adherent of the extreme conservative party; and
the world-war of those days seemed to him merely a contest
of legitimate authority against revolution.

" The national passions which surged in the nations of
the continent he regarded half with suspicion and half with
contempt. The greater part of his life had been spent
among the Irish, the Hindus, the Spanish, and the Portuguese;
and these experiences had bred in him the firm conviction
that there was no other nation which could even distantly
compare with Great Britain. The old English vice of
depreciating foreign nations was exhibited in this dry, un-
amiable hero in such a cold, offensive, and arrogant manner
that even the Spanish, who had so much to thank him for,
hated him from the depths of their hearts. Like his
friend Castlereagh, he held to the opinion that parliamentary
freedom was an exclusive possession of the favoured English
race, and that it was unsuited to the less civilised nations
of the continent. As he had already combined political wth
military activity in India and Spain, he acted as ambassador,

1 Especially Catholic Emancipation in 1829.